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INSTRUMENTATION 
       Flute 1,2         
       Oboe 1,2        

       Bb Clarinet 1,2   

       Bassoon 1,2        
      
       F Horn 1–4       
       C Trumpet 1,2 
       Tenor Trombone 1,2 
       Bass Trombone  
 
       Timpani [4 drums] 
 
       Violin I 
       Violin II 
       Viola 
       Violoncello 
       Double Bass [with low C extension]  
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PROGRAM NOTE 
something deeply hidden was commissioned by and written for Thomas Heuser and the San Juan Symphony Orchestra with the 

support of The Durango Herald Newspaper to honor Ludwig van Beethoven’s 250th Birthday. The title comes from a quote in Albert 
Einstein’s Autobiographical Notes: “…Something deeply hidden had to be behind things.” Music is a brief glimpse into our shared 
humanity, with all of its breathless beauty, all of its intense joy and deep sorrow, and all of its ugliness and violence too. In 
Beethoven’s work we get a glimpse of someone who felt especially deeply—a glimpse into a person whose passion and urgency and 
hope for what was possible in the world seemed to pour out of him like an endless fountain. One of my own first formative 
experiences with Classical music began with Beethoven, stumbling on to a dusty recording of his Fifth Symphony pulled from the 
discount bin of an electronics superstore that opened up a world of musical possibilities for me. In Beethoven’s Third Symphony, 
Eroica, the heroic opening often gives way to music of heartrending melancholy, most notably in the funeral march of the second 
movement, revealing a darker meaning beneath the bright surface. I see Albert Einstein’s pursuits in physics as related to 
Beethoven’s—a continual searching for something deeply hidden. For me, this piece is a parallel universe to Eroica—a musing that 
starts with some of the same musical material but takes it in a very different direction. The darker material of the funeral march opens 
the piece and is stretched and pulled, gradually revealing an even darker core that eventually churns and spins into light.  
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