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INSTRUMENTATION 
                   

     Piccolo         F Horn 1–4 
     Flute 1–2        Bb Trumpet 1–3  
     Oboe 1–2        Tenor Trombone 1–2    
     Bassoon 1–2        Bass Trombone      
              Euphonium 
     Bb Clarinet 1–4      Tuba  
     Bb Bass Clarinet          
     Bb Contrabass Clarinet     Double Bass [with low C extension]  
             
     Bb Soprano Saxophone     Timpani [4 drums]      
     Eb Alto Saxophone           
     Bb Tenor Saxophone     Percussion 1–4 
     Eb Baritone Saxophone      
              Piano  
             
Brass Mutes:  

   Trumpets:  straight, harmon, cup 
   Trombones:    straight 

 
 
Percussion List: 

 Player 1   Player 2     Player 3    Player 4 

 Vibraphone  Marimba [5-octave]   Small Triangle (mounted)  Sandpaper blocks 
 Glockenspiel    Suspended Cymbal   Wood Block 
 Crotales (bowed)    Sizzle Cymbal   Shaker 
 Mark Tree (or Key Chimes)   Whip (Slapstick)   Small Triangle (mounted) 
       Snare Drum    Tambourine  
            Large Tam-tam 
            Large (concert) Bass Drum 
             

   
 
 

Movement durations:  
 

1. Clouds of Remembering 

ca. 4:15 
 

2. Every Way Through Hurts 

ca. 10:00 
	

3. Follow the Threads 

ca. 6:15 
 
 
Total duration: ca. 20:30  

 

 

Transposed Score 

 

Solo 
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PROGRAM NOTE 
Severance was commissioned by the United States Navy Band. The title for the piece and for the second and third 

movements come from a linked collection of poetry called Severance by my friend Robert Fanning, who has been the muse 
for several of my recent works. Robert’s poetry often gives voice to my own emotional world in a way that is deeply 
important to me. In Severance, the main characters, two marionettes, Professor and Grief, sever their wires and escape the 
play and the theatre in Winterland in “search for a life untethered and authentic, crossing from day into night, from wood 
into flesh, from wakefulness into dream, from ice into thaw. Severance sings of a way—through the narrows of time and 
body—toward healing.” (Severance by Robert Fanning, Salmon Poetry). 

In the first movement, Clouds of Remembering, I introduce all of the musical material for the piece, but it is often 
shrouded and ephemeral, always fleeting, like the distant memory of something or someone lost.  

The second movement, Every Way Through Hurts, is dedicated to my friend Jovanni-Rey Verceles de Pedro. Jovanni 
and I met at the University of Michigan while completing our graduate work. He was a pianist, professor, entrepreneur, and 
philanthropist. After graduation, we both moved to Idaho—Jovanni taught piano at the University of Idaho, and I taught 
music composition and theory at Boise State University. He recorded my Rhapsody for solo piano on his first studio album, 
and I had planned to write him a new piece, but Jovanni died suddenly in the summer of 2019 while traveling with the 
global nonprofit organization he founded. When I heard about his passing it took my breath away. At 36 years old—a 
young, hopeful, energetic musician, a person with whom I felt a kinship and a related musical path—it just didn’t seem 
possible that he was gone. The outpouring of grief from his friends and family was extraordinary—he had connected with 
so many people through music. There is no way around grief—every way through it hurts—but very gradually, the waves of 
grief become smaller and grow farther apart, and we come to know that we can weather them. This music is for Jovanni, 
and the piano plays a prominent role, often gently tracing the saxophone solo lines like some strange shadow or echo.  

The third movement, Follow the threads: Unstrung, begins with metaphorical darkness. The saxophonists play slow 
melodic lines—threads—that are passed around the quartet and are eventually passed to the ensemble as the quartet’s music 
transforms into raindrops and then into a peculiar dance. I imagine the marionettes dancing, awkwardly at first, recently 
untethered and free from their strings, but becoming assured and ecstatic as they dance through grief, through their scars, 
through the waves, and toward healing. 

 
 

Robert Fanning’s Severance is published by Salmon Poetry and you can find out more about his work at 
www.robertfanning.wordpress.com. 
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STAGE SETUP 
The saxophone quartet should be featured at the front of the stage as soloists. The specific configuration is left to 
the discretion of the conductor and soloists.  
 
The piano, vibraphone, and double bass also play a prominent role in much of this piece, and it is highly 
recommended that they be placed near the front of the ensemble, close to the saxophone quartet, to better facilitate 
balance and to coordinate ensemble playing.  

 

PERFORMANCE NOTES 
 
The orchestration for this piece is designed with one player per part in mind (except euphonium and tuba). 
Although it is possible to perform it with doublings, it is advised to be mindful of the balance between the 
saxophone quartet soloists and the ensemble and to consider having some players sit out certain passages as needed 
to address issues of balance as needed.  
  
One common gesture in this piece is a crescendo beginning at “niente” and swelling sharply near the end of its 
duration, indicated by a flared hairpin (see below). The shape of this crescendo should be dramatic and consistent 
across the ensemble. It is critical that the release is abrupt though still resonant (not an “articulated” release) and 
that the duration of the note last until the (down)beat indicated.  
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