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INSTRUMENTATION 
             Four Percussionists 
 

     Percussion List: 

      1 – small tom 
      2 – medium tom     *see note below   
      3 – large tom 

      4 – small bass drum  
      5 – large bass drum 
      6 – (concert) snare drum  
      7 – bongos (low and high) 

       8 – hi-hat 
       9 – brake drum/anvil 
       10 – Zildjian EFX 16” or china cymbal  
       11 – large (10”) splash cymbal 
       12 – sizzle cymbal 
       13 – heavy rock tambourine (no head) 
 
*1–3: all toms should all be rather large, comparable to floor toms in depth and darkness of sound, graduated from high (1) to low (3). There 
should be timbral consistency from high to low between drums 1-5, so passages moving from high to low and low to high sound coherent.  

 

SUGGESTED SETUP 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
Duration: ca. 6:30 
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PROGRAM NOTES 
This piece comes from two kinds of music that I love: heavy metal and Indian Carnatic music. I spent a summer 
in Mysore, India studying Carnatic music—specifically, the mridangam, a hand drum which serves as the primary 
rhythmic instrument in the Carnatic music ensemble. My favorite metal band is Meshuggah, a Swedish group 
known for its use of incredibly intricate and virtuosically executed rhythmic material. For me, although vastly 
different in many ways, Meshuggah and Carnatic music are deeply connected in their use of complex rhythmic 
cycles. The title for this work, Ferrum, is the latin word for iron—a heavy metal—and also references the ferric 
oxide (rust) tuning paste used on the drum heads of the mridingam, which gives the instrument its distinct metallic 
timbre. PERUSAL COPY

P
erusal copy only. A

ny unauthorized use is strictly prohibited. 
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