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PROGRAM NOTE 
Refraction was commissioned by the Akropolis Reed Quintet. Refraction is split into three 
distinct movements, each inspired by different musical sources that have been bent and distorted 
by time, space, and my imagination, much like light is bent as it enters a medium of different 
density. The first movement comes from a short, ridiculous, and awesome YouTube video called 
“Death Metal Chicken,” which features a chicken screaming over a death metal band (of course!). 
The second movement is called “Kyrie” and is dedicated to Guillaume de Machaut and Arvo 
Pärt. The third movement is called “Goat Rodeo” and is a strange mash-up of dubstep, funk, and 
musical pointillism, inspired by a goat rodeo, which is a slang term for a chaotic situation, often 
one that involves several people, each with a different agenda/vision/perception of what's going 
on; a situation that is very difficult, despite energy and efforts, in which to instill any sense or 
order. 
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