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PERFORMANCE NOTES

Ampersand is a collaborative project with the Edge Ensemble. The score contains
improvisation and is designed for performers that are equally adept in the worlds of notated
music and improvised music.

PROGRAM NOTE

Ampersand was commissioned by and written for Brendan Faegre and the Edge Ensemble.
The ampersand has a long and interesting history and etymology, but my inspiration for this
piece comes from its use in writing credits, such as film and television scripts, videogames,
and documentaries, where an ampersand [&] indicates a closer collaboration than “and.” The
Writers¢ Guild. of America uses the ampersand to denote two writers collaborating on a
specific script, rathér than one writer rewriting another’s work, and in screenplays two
authors joined with “&™ collaborated on the script, while two authors joined with “and”
worked on theé script, at different times and may not have consulted each other at all.
Ampersand combines and blurs the lines between specifically notated musical material and
improvised material, and,for me, the title acknowledges the remarkable creative contribution
of the Edge Ensemble in bringingthis music to life.
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’ Transposed Score ‘

for the Edge Ensemble

Ampersand

for soprano saxophone, baroque violin,
piano, percussion, and double bass
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Sax., Vin., Pno.: repeat pitch on given rhythm;
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Sax., Vln., Pno.: shorten duration
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continue with bass, gradually pull apart into
free improvisation; respond to other musicians;
disintegrating into shorter, softer, sparse bursts
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improvise: use open harmonics; start sparse, use small
swells and gradually become more rhythmic and active;
eventually become whispy, use sul pont. and fade to nothing
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improvise: start sparse, complement violin, emphasize :20 (ca)
pulsing Eb . B lydian dominant scale, hint at Eb pulse throughout [ |
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:30 (ca) limprovise: usecymbals, washy sounds‘ :30 (ca)
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limprovise: use open harmonics on long tones and swellsl
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