
DAV I D   B I E D E N B E N D E R

I ‘M  D O W N
from Beck Hansen’s Song Reader 

for baritone, woodwind quintet, percussion, piano, and string quintet 

BENT SPACE MUSIC

PERUSAL COPY



 
 

I’m Down was arranged for the Atlantic Chamber Ensemble. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Performance materials available from the arranged: 
davidbiedenbender@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Published by Bent Space Music 
www.davidbiedenbender.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

© Copyright 2013 by David Biedenbender 
International copyright secured. All rights reserved. 

First printed February 2013. 
 

 
 
 

David Biedenbender (b. 1984) 

 
 
 

PERUSAL COPY



INSTRUMENTATION 
 

Flute 
Oboe 
Bb Bass Clarinet 

Bassoon 
F Horn 
 

Percussion 
Piano 
 
Solo Baritone 
 
Violin 1 
Violin 2 
Viola 
Violoncello 
Double Bass 

 
    Percussion List:  

  Hi-hat 

  Ride cymbal 
  Snare drum 

  2 mounted toms 
  Kick drum (with pedal) 

  Triangle 
  Woodblock (small) 

   
Duration: ca. 3:30  

PROGRAM NOTE 
In writing this arrangement of Beck’s “I’m Down,” I wanted to use the original melody and shuffle 
groove in their simple, unaltered form, and then pull apart bits and pieces of the accompaniment into 
little fragments. My intent was to capture the cheerful irony of the melody juxtaposed with the content 
of the lyrics in an accompaniment that is fun but kind of quirky and weird—imagine daydreaming 
while feeling kind of down and letting your mind wander through surreal, even goofy, ideas, images, 
and sounds.  

NOTE TO THE PERFORMERS 
The piece should feel very much like a traditional shuffle. All of the attacks and releases should be 
very precise, as each note is part of a pointillistic musical groove.  
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